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Rights of widows, single women

Steps sought to eliminate discriminatory practices
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ISLAMABAD - The speakers at
a consultative workshop on
mainstreaming rights of wid-
ows and single womnen in public
policy demanded of their gov-
ernments to undertake all ap-
propriate measures to elimi-
nate existing discriminatory
practices towards widows and
provide them equal opportuni-
ties at all levels.

They also said that the Wid-
ows’ Charter should be ratified
by SAARC in order to validate it
as a working model for the basis
of all organizations in the region
working for widows” empower-
ment.

Aurat Foundation, in collabo-
ration with South Asian Net-
work for Widows' Empower-
ment in Development (SAN-
WED), is hosting a two-day
South Asian consultative work-
shop here.

The workshop focuses on is-
sues and challenges faced by
widows and single women
across South Asia and will aim at
creating synergies and linkages
at local, regional and interna-
tional levels for mainstreaming
their rights in public policy and

institutional frameworks. At the
inaugural session Syeda Fiza
Batool Gilani, Goodwill Ambas-
sador for Women's Empower-
ment, and Qamar Zaman Kaira,
Federal Minister for Information
and Broadcasting, were the
Guests of Honour.

Naeem Mirza, the Chief Op-
erating Officer of Aurat Foun-
dation, briefed the audience
about four objectives of the con-
sultation. Dr Mohini Thapa,
Chairperson of Guild for Service,
India, said that women can
change the world and are the
guaranty of peace.

While giving data on widows
in India, she said that there are
40 million widows in India,
which make 11% of total fe-
male population, while in con-
trast only 2.5% of total Indian
men are widowers and that
about 25% of widows are work-
ing outside home and 20%
among them are working as
agricultural labour.

Ms Semin Qasim, Programme
Coordinator HAWA Programme,
Afghanistan, elaborated the sit-
uation of widows in Afghanistan.
Most of Afghanistan widows rep-
resent the poorest in the socie-
ty, she said,

Afghanistan, she said, lack
the safety nets, which mostly af-
fect widows.

Ms Ferdous Ara Begum, Gen-
der Issues Specialist, former
member UN CEDAW Commit-
tee, Bangladesh, said that wid-
owhood remain the most neg-
lected among all human and
women’s rights issues. She said
thatin general widows in Bengal
are little better placed as com-
pared to those living in India,
Nepal and Pakistan, but widows
from the Hindu population in
Bengal face more discrimina-
tion than the widows of other re-
ligio-ethnic groups.

Ms Nighat Said Khan, Execu-
tive Director, ASR Institute of
Women Studies, in her address
said that in order to gain legiti-
macy of patriarchy, men gained
control of women's sexuality
and reproductively. Widowed,
with children, without children,
divorced women with and with-
out children, women who never
married at all and who have no
natal relations.

Cecilie Landsverk, Ambassa-
dor of Norway to Pakistan, in her
inaugural address challenged
the notion that widows needs
nothing but to survive.
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She said that although much
is improving reference to issues
related to women e.g. violence
against women, their represen-
tation in politics etc but when we

come to widows the scenario be-
comes very bleak. She suggest-
ed that widows shall be get into
employment as it would not only
liberate them but would also
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empower them enough to play
their role in economic develop-
ment. She said that it is impor-
tant to overhaul the inheritance
laws to give widows their due

share in land.

Ms Anis Haroon, former
Chairperson, National Com-
mission on the Status of Women,
Pakistan, while reference to the

presence of gusts from South
Asian countries, particularly In-
dia, she said that the peace
process between India and Pak-
istan shall be enhanced and
women shall be involved ac-
tively in the process.

She said that compared to
widowed (whose husbands died),
the divorced women are more
stigmatised. She said that al-
though some opportunities im-
proved widows’ status in urban
areas, but situation in rural ar-
eas is much worse.

Ms. Hina Jilani, Director
AGHS & former Special Repre-
sentative of United Nations Sec-
retary General for Human
Rights Defenders, said that

women would always rise when-
ever there is war and conflict in
Afghanistan, India, Pakistan,
Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri Lan-
ka.

She said that the women's
movement in Pakistan believes
in creating new human rights
ideas, as it believes in the su-
premacy of human rights, and
women's rights as the basic for
peace and development. She
said that women's movement
would strive for the rights of
widows and single women.



